
 

  
 

2026 Monmouth County Senior Art Show 
Presented by: Monmouth Arts, Monmouth County Board of County Commissioners, and 

Monmouth County Division on Aging, Disabilities & Veterans Services 
August 4 - 30, 2026 

Awards Ceremony & Reception: August 12th, 10am - 12pm 

Monmouth County Library Headquarters 
125 Symmes Drive, Manalapan Township, NJ 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

Monmouth Arts is pleased to produce the 2026 Monmouth County Senior Art Show. To be 
eligible for this exhibition, you must: 

●​ Be a visual artist, professional or non-professional, age 60 or older 
●​ Currently reside in Monmouth County 
●​ Submit ONE piece of original artwork completed in the last three years 
●​ Submit a piece that has not previously been submitted to a county Senior Citizen Art 

Show or the New Jersey State Senior Citizens Annual Juried Art Contest & Exhibition 

Please note: This county senior art show does not accept nudes because the exhibition 
space is also used for public lectures and children’s classes. 

 

ARTIST CLASSIFICATION 

Professional: Person who meets 2 or more of the following criteria: 

●​ Sells or has sold artwork through commercial channels (including galleries, on-line 
galleries, craft shows, art shows, etc.) 

●​ Has been exhibiting their work for 2 or more years in professional galleries and/or in 
professional art exhibits 

●​ Has had work selected in 2 or more Juried art or craft shows 
●​ Has received 2 or more awards for their artwork 

 



 
●​ Holds (or has held) professional membership in an artist or craftsperson’s guild or 

association 

Non-Professional: Person who does NOT meet the above professional criteria. 

Exception: Artists who only enter their County Senior Art Show and NEVER exhibit their work 
in any other show or venue do not have to identify themselves as a Professional Artist unless 
they have won First Place in their category 3 or more times – in that case, they should 
identify themselves as “Professional.” 

 

CATEGORIES 
1.​ Acrylic Painting 
2.​ Craft: One-of-a-kind original creations only, no craft kits or molds 
3.​ Digital (Computer) Art: Artwork created using computer graphics software (does not 

include digital photographs) 
4.​ Mixed Media: Art that combines two or more media (often non-traditional), and no one 

of the media clearly predominates; includes collage and assemblage  
5.​ Oil Painting 
6.​ Pastels: Includes chalk (soft) and oil pastel 
7.​ Print: All print forms including – but not limited to – etching, linoleum block, lithograph, 

woodcut, monoprint, silkscreen, collagraph 
8.​ Photography: Includes color, black & white or tinted photographs taken with a 

film-based or digital camera 
9.​ Sculpture: Work designed in 3-dimensions, carved or constructed in any medium, 

abstract or figurative 
10.​Watercolor Painting: Includes gouache (note: traditional watercolor often includes 

light pencil work and/or ink. They are still considered “Watercolor” – NOT “mixed 
media”  

11.​Works on Paper: Includes hand-drawn works in mediums including: charcoal, pencil, 
colored pencil, graphite, ink, pen, crayon, or stylus of any sort 

​ 

ARTWORK DISPLAY RULES 
●​ All 2-D artwork (framed art, photos or crafts wired to hang) may be no larger than 30" 

or smaller than 10” in any dimension. 
●​ Sculpture or other 3-D crafts may not exceed 20" in width and 36" in height 

(measurements must include any base for the sculpture) and may not weigh more 
than 40 pounds. 

●​ All art must be the original work of art. No reproductions of paintings, drawings, etc., 
will be accepted (including giclée or other digital print copies*). [* Of course, entries in 
the Photography or Digital Arts categories may be digital prints.] 

 



 
●​ No work made using kits or direct copies of another person’s artwork can be accepted.  
●​ All 2-D work must be framed, wired and ready to hang.  
●​ Any 3-D piece with a base, must be securely fastened to that base in order to be 

entered. 
●​ It’s recommended that artists photograph their 2-D work before it is framed, to avoid a 

glare. Artists should try to photograph both 2D and 3D work against a neutral 
background, so the work shows up well. 

●​ Every effort should be made to ensure that work is correctly categorized. Work that is 
incorrectly categorized may be moved to the correct category (or risk being taken out of 
competition altogether) at the discretion of the State administrators. 

●​ IMPORTANT: Work may be listed for sale. No commission is charged. The staff will 
email any purchase inquiry directly to the artist. The artist assumes complete 
responsibility for sales (including – but not limited to payment arrangements, plans for 
shipping/pick-up of purchased artwork and any sales taxes they may incur from sales 
and/or sale negotiations.) 

●​ No artwork may be removed prior to the closing date. Only the county coordinator may 
remove artwork from the exhibiting space. Monmouth Arts will retain those artworks 
selected for the state show, unless display requirements for the state show are not 
met. In that case, Monmouth Arts will contact the artist to make hanging changes to 
the piece to prepare the work for the state show. Artwork not selected for the state 
show must be retrieved by the artist directly from the Manalapan Library on pick-up 
day.  

Waiver: Monmouth Arts and Monmouth County Library Headquarters will make every 
attempt to secure and protect each entry submitted. The sponsoring organizations do not 
assume responsibility for loss or damage incurred to any artwork. Entry in the show signifies 
compliance with this waiver. Each artist assumes full responsibility for their own artwork at all 
times. 

Judging: Three unaffiliated judges chosen by Monmouth Arts may select one professional 
winner and one non-professional winner in each category, along with a 2nd and 3rd place 
winner when possible. There will also be one professional and one nonprofessional Best in 
Show. First-place winners in Monmouth County in both professional and non-professional 
levels across 11 categories automatically advance to the state competition. 

​ 

REGISTRATION AND DROP-OFF/PICK-UP 

Completed application form must be received by Monmouth Arts by July 17, 2026.  

Artwork must be delivered to the Monmouth County Library Headquarters on July 28th, 2026 
between 9:30am – 12:30pm.  

All art must be picked up from the library on Monday, August 31st from 12pm - 3pm. 
 



All first-place winners will not need to pick up their artwork on August 31st from the library. 
Monmouth Arts will collect and transport first-place artworks to the state show. 

To make arrangements for ADA-related accommodations, please call: (732) 212-1890 and 
speak with Connie Isbell from Monmouth Arts. Large print application and guidelines 
available upon request.   

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE COUNTY SENIOR ART SHOW 

For questions or for more information contact Maitte (my-tay) Avila at 
maitte@monmoutharts.org or 732.212.1890 ext. 106 

 2026 TIMELINE 

June 1 Applications become available to the public 

July 17 Deadline for application forms 

July 22 Notification to all applicants of accepted artwork 

July 28 Accepted artists deliver artwork to Monmouth County Library in Manalapan 9:30am - 
12:30pm 

July 29 Judging of artwork 

July 30 All winners are notified 

July 30 & 31 Installation of artwork 

August 4-30 Monmouth County Senior Art Show open to the public 

August 12  Reception and Awards Ceremony 10am -12pm, Monmouth County Library 
Headquarters, Manalapan 

August 31 Artists pick up artwork at Library between 12pm-3pm; First-place will not collect 
their artwork – Monmouth Arts to collect and transport to the NJ State Senior Art Show 

September 22 First-place artwork delivered by Monmouth Arts to State Art Show at Meadow 
Lakes 

September TBD Artwork is installed by state coordinators and judged 

mailto:maitte@monmoutharts.org


September TBD Monmouth Arts to notify local artists of state award recipients (information 
sent to us from state); State mails invitations to artists who place 1st in the state show 

September 28 - November 4 58th Annual NJSAS open to the public 

October 22 New Jersey Senior Citizens Art Show Reception and Awards Ceremony at The 
Boathouse at Mercer Lake - Invite Only 

November 5 Monmouth Arts to pick up artworks from State Art Show 

November 9 Artists pick up artwork from Monmouth Arts office; Time TBD 

LIBRARY DIRECTIONS 
Monmouth County Library Headquarters 
125 Symmes Drive 

Manalapan, NJ 07726-3249 

Telephone: (732) 431-7220 

TTY Hearing Impaired: (732) 845-0064 

From the North 
Take New Jersey Turnpike to Exit 11, Garden State Parkway. Go South to Exit 123, 

Route 9 South. Proceed on Route 9 South approximately 15 miles to Symmes Drive 

(Mr. Tire on the corner). Turn right onto Symmes Drive. Library is about ¼ mile on the 

right. 

From the West 
Take Route I-195 East to Exit 28B (Route 9 North-Freehold exit). Follow Route 9 North 

for approximately 9 miles to Ryan Road/Symmes Drive jug handle. Cross over Route 9. 

Library is about 1/4 mile on right. 

From the West on Turnpike 
Take New Jersey Turnpike, Exit 8. Follow signs to Route 33 East. Proceed East on 

Route 33 for approximately 10 miles to Route 9 North. Go North on Route 9 for about 

2-1/2 miles. Take Ryan Road/Symmes Drive jug handle. Cross over Route 9. Library is

about ¼ mile on right.

From the Trenton Area



Take I-195 east to Exit 16B, 537 East. Take 537 East to Rt. 9 North. Take Route 9 North 

for approximately 4 miles to Ryan Road/Symmes Drive jug handle. Cross over Route 9. 

Library is about ¼ mile on right. 

Library Hours of Operation 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Sun 

9am - 9pm 9am - 9pm 9am - 9pm 9am - 9pm 9am - 5pm 9am - 5pm CLOSED 



MONMOUTH COUNTY 2026 SENIOR ART SHOW APPLICATION FORM 
Applications must be received by Monmouth Arts by July 17, 2026. Due to limited exhibition space, 

participation will be limited to at least the first 100 applicants. Submit your application as soon as possible. 

Participant Information 

Artist Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________     Zip Code: _____________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________           Age: _______________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Artwork Information 
Category: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Check either:      ⃞     Professional    or      ⃞  Non-Professional 

List qualifying criteria for professional category (see guidelines): 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Size including matting/frame/base/etc. (all possible dimensions) 

Height: ______________   Width:  ______________   Depth (if craft/sculpture):  ______________ 

Materials (if mixed media or 3D): ____________________________________________________ 

Year completed: ____________________ 

Check either:       ⃞    For Sale   or        ⃞  Not for Sale 

Price (if for sale): ____________________ 

Value (you must write a value, even if work is not for sale): __________________________ 

Insurance Company Name (if value over $400): ________________________________________ 

If selected as a participating artist in the 2026 Monmouth County Senior Citizens Art Show, I authorize 

Monmouth Arts and the Monmouth County Division on Aging, Disabilities & Veterans Services to display this 

artwork on their respective websites and in future marketing and communications. I also authorize Monmouth 

Arts to release my participant information to the New Jersey Senior Citizen Art Show coordinators. 

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________ 
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